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Ev an Sung f or The New York Times
Colin Weil had a daughter through a partnership w ith her mother.

By ABBY ELLIN
Published: February 8, 2013

Rachel Hope is 5-foot-9 and likes yoga, dance and martial arts. A real

estate developer and freelance writer in Los Angeles, Ms. Hope, 41, is

seeking a man who lives near her, is healthy and fit, and “has his

financial stuff together,” she said. Parker Williams, the 42-year-old

founder of QTheory, a charity auction company also in Los Angeles,

would seem like a good candidate. A 6-foot-2 former model who

loves animals, Mr. Williams is athletic, easygoing, compassionate and

organized.
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Neither Ms. Hope nor Mr. Williams is

interested in a romantic liaison. But

they both want a child, and they’re in

serious discussions about having, and

raising, one together. Never mind that

Mr. Williams is gay and that the two

did not know of each other’s existence

until last October, when they met on Modamily.com, a

Web site for people looking to share parenting

arrangements.

Mr. Williams and Ms. Hope are among a new breed of

online daters, looking not for love but rather a partner with

whom to build a decidedly non-nuclear family. And several

social networks, including PollenTree.com, Coparents.com,

Co-ParentMatch.com, and MyAlternativeFamily.com, as

well as Modamily, have sprung up over the past few years

to help them.

“While some people have chosen to be a single parent,

many more people look at scheduling and the financial

pressures and the lack of an emotional partner and decide

that single parenting is too daunting and wouldn’t be good

for them or the child,” said Darren Spedale, 38, the founder

of Family by Design, a free parenting partnership site

officially introduced in early January. “If you can share the

support and the ups and downs with someone, it makes it a

much more interesting parenting option.”
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Emily  Berl f or The New York Times
Above, Rachel Hope and her daughter
Grace at their home in Los Angeles.

The sites present what can seem like a compelling

alternative to surrogacy, adoption or simple sperm

donation.

“I’ve met so many women in this same situation, who

aren’t married and feel like they missed the boat,” said Dawn Pieke, 43, a sales and

marketing manager in Omaha, Neb., whose daughter, Indigo, was born last October. Ms.

Pieke met Indigo’s father, Fabian Blue, on a Facebook page for Co-parents.net in June

2011, not long after the end of her 10-year relationship. She wanted a baby, but feared

doing it alone because, she said, “I didn’t grow up with my dad.” Rather than focusing on

a love match, she decided to find someone to share both the financial and emotional

stresses of child rearing.

Mr. Blue, for his part, had wanted to be a father since 2006. He had considered adoption,

but “figured no one would let a single gay male adopt a child, and I didn’t have the kind of

income for a surrogate,” he said. He went on Craigslist and parenting Web sites and had

coffee dates with a handful of women, but “just like in any relationship there needed to be

a spark and it simply wasn’t there,” he said. With Ms. Pieke, though, he said the electricity

was palpable from the start. The two corresponded on Facebook and then Skype, asking

each other questions about everything from religion to dating to child-rearing

philosophies. By November he decided to move from Melbourne, Australia, where he was

living, to Omaha.

“My twin sister was like, ‘Are you kidding me?’ ” Ms. Pieke recalled with a laugh. “I said,

‘No. He wants a child. I want a child. We want to meet and see if it’s anything bigger.’ ”

They first met in person on Thanksgiving 2011. “I felt like this guy was my relative or

long-lost brother, but then again he was also a stranger,” Ms. Pieke said. They continued

the dialogue: reading each other’s medical charts, undergoing fertility tests. He moved into

a separate bedroom in her home, and, she said, four weeks later, “He handed me a semen

sample, we hugged, and I went into my bedroom and inseminated myself.”

Ads by Google what's this?

Become A Better Parent
Stop Defiance, Backtalk, Lying

Outbursts & Cursing. Guaranteed!

TheTotalTransformation.com

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CFmujJmIqUf7NF5KpsQe6qYDQDqeE7_EC38fKkUGkz5t5EAEgnPP4AVC2oeqU-v____8BYMn-sYqkpMQRoAH91sf-A8gBAagDAaoEpwFP0CizBuvGhgRYS0WFQFjtDeDNjPA86PetB4JkpA4XdomV1QocUp5r7MbxEo_pj9FouObRI60v63L4BWeH84ZT7SFQyxiTkJJBLIdXhfe0-KlEUAG8ZB0-IXG3_I7F3mpTG2ActsrZ2QE2dEH2931YI2TwfJKaknB2ytMYzqHHa3L94WDsaUfiwuGJSvnl9Tr1xSD002HwbWIYlC5sjnnB820AAxokMoAH66i4AQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_1X5CxVXAMrkPx4zyxF6eFBO0R26Q&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.thetotaltransformation.com/%3Fdsource%3DGoogleCNB2
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CFmujJmIqUf7NF5KpsQe6qYDQDqeE7_EC38fKkUGkz5t5EAEgnPP4AVC2oeqU-v____8BYMn-sYqkpMQRoAH91sf-A8gBAagDAaoEpwFP0CizBuvGhgRYS0WFQFjtDeDNjPA86PetB4JkpA4XdomV1QocUp5r7MbxEo_pj9FouObRI60v63L4BWeH84ZT7SFQyxiTkJJBLIdXhfe0-KlEUAG8ZB0-IXG3_I7F3mpTG2ActsrZ2QE2dEH2931YI2TwfJKaknB2ytMYzqHHa3L94WDsaUfiwuGJSvnl9Tr1xSD002HwbWIYlC5sjnnB820AAxokMoAH66i4AQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_1X5CxVXAMrkPx4zyxF6eFBO0R26Q&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.thetotaltransformation.com/%3Fdsource%3DGoogleCNB2
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Middle5&sn2=7991be30/602709e7&sn1=5978eec7/29cc5ed0&camp=nyt2012-circ-middle5_everyday-3FJ46-AK&ad=061212-11a-middle5_everyday&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F142%3FMediaCode%3DW42CS%26CMP%3D3FJ46%26adxc%3D189134%26adxa%3D304354%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion/seeking-to-reproduce-without-a-romantic-partnership.html%26pos%3DMiddle5
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Box1&sn2=e6e11e78/1f76ef28&sn1=c12cfc10/e4812778&camp=nyt2013_module_336x280_OscarDashboard&ad=MO-D-I-NYT-AD-BIG-B-ROS-0213&goto=http%3A%2F%2Foscars%2Enytimes%2Ecom%3FWT%2Emc%5Fid%3DMO%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DBIG%2DB%2DROS%2D0213%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick%26WT%2Emc%5Fc%3D209133
http://Co-parents.net/
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2013/02/10/fashion/10JPCOPARENT1.html','10JPCOPARENT1_html','width=720,height=563,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nytimes.com%2f2013%2f02%2f10%2ffashion%2fseeking-to-reproduce-without-a-romantic-partnership.html%3fpagewanted%3dall%26_r%3d0%26pagewanted%3dprint&id=ma-130224135535-4e00d5c7
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

A version of this article appeared in print on February 10, 2013, on page ST1 of the New  York edition w ith the headline:
Making a Child, Minus the Couple.
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While Mr. Blue and Ms. Pieke plan on sharing parenting responsibility for Indigo equally,

they never drafted any kind of legal agreement, which they both agree was unwise. “There

were so many things I didn’t anticipate — like, how much should I be responsible

financially? What happens if I lose a job? What happens if he does? It’s not a marriage,”

she said.

Mr. Spedale, who is writing a book on parenting partnerships, a term he prefers to co-

parenting since the latter is sometimes used among the divorced, stresses the importance

of having some kind of written agreement in place, not just for legal reasons but “to get

that conversation going about things you might not have thought about asking,” he said.

As with same-sex marriage, the laws on parenting partnerships vary from state to state.

Family by Design publishes a list on its Web site, along with a template for parenting

agreements. And there have been some court cases that could affect them. In 2008, a

New Mexico state appeals court decided against a sperm donor who was somewhat

involved in the children’s lives and had agreed to pay some child support but refused once

the amount increased. Last year, a state appeals court in California ruled in favor of a

Texas sperm donor who was sued for child support.
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