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Colin Weil had a daughter through a partnership w ith her mother.
By ABBY ELLIN
Published: February 8, 2013

Rachel Hope is 5-foot-9 and likes yoga, dance and martial arts. A real
estate developer and freelance writer in Los Angeles, Ms. Hope, 41, is
seeking a man who lives near her, is healthy and fit, and “has his
financial stuff together,” she said. Parker Williams, the 42-year-old
founder of QTheory, a charity auction company also in Los Angeles,
would seem like a good candidate. A 6-foot-2 former model who
loves animals, Mr. Williams is athletic, easygoing, compassionate and
organized.
open in browser PRO version

Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

FACEBOOK

Today's Headlines Daily E-Mail

TWITTER

Sign up for a roundup of the day's top stories, sent every
morning.

GOOGLE+

See Sample | Privacy Policy

SAVE
E-MAIL
SHARE
PRINT

MOST E-MAILED

1.

MOST VIEWED

OPINION

Who Has the Guts for Gluten?

pdfcrowd.com

Related
Motherlode Blog: Do Parents
Really Brag Too Much?
(February 1 , 2 01 3 )
Motherlode Blog: Foster
Parenting Creates a Future,
Without Erasing the Past
(January 2 7 , 2 01 3 )
Tim es Topic: Parenting

T he Collection: A Fashion
App for the iPad
A one-stop
destination for
Tim es fashion
cov erage and the
latest from the
runway s.

Dow nload It From the App Store

Follow Us on T witter
Follow
@NYTim esfashion
for fashion, beauty
and lifesty le news
and headlines.

Enlarge This Image

open in browser PRO version

SINGLE PAGE
Neither Ms. Hope nor Mr. Williams is
interested in a romantic liaison. But
REPRINTS
they both want a child, and they’re in
serious discussions about having, and
raising, one together. Never mind that
Mr. Williams is gay and that the two
did not know of each other’s existence
until last October, when they met on Modamily.com, a
Web site for people looking to share parenting
arrangements.

Mr. Williams and Ms. Hope are among a new breed of
online daters, looking not for love but rather a partner with
whom to build a decidedly non-nuclear family. And several
social networks, including PollenTree.com, Coparents.com,
Co-ParentMatch.com, and MyAlternativeFamily.com, as
well as Modamily, have sprung up over the past few years
to help them.
“While some people have chosen to be a single parent,
many more people look at scheduling and the financial
pressures and the lack of an emotional partner and decide
that single parenting is too daunting and wouldn’t be good
for them or the child,” said Darren Spedale, 38, the founder
of Family by Design, a free parenting partnership site
officially introduced in early January. “If you can share the
support and the ups and downs with someone, it makes it a
much more interesting parenting option.”
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Above, Rachel Hope and her daughter
Grace at their home in Los Angeles.

The sites present what can seem like a compelling
alternative to surrogacy, adoption or simple sperm
donation.

“I’ve met so many women in this same situation, who
aren’t married and feel like they missed the boat,” said Dawn Pieke, 43, a sales and
marketing manager in Omaha, Neb., whose daughter, Indigo, was born last October. Ms.
Pieke met Indigo’s father, Fabian Blue, on a Facebook page for Co-parents.net in June
2011, not long after the end of her 10-year relationship. She wanted a baby, but feared
doing it alone because, she said, “I didn’t grow up with my dad.” Rather than focusing on
a love match, she decided to find someone to share both the financial and emotional
stresses of child rearing.
Mr. Blue, for his part, had wanted to be a father since 2006. He had considered adoption,
but “figured no one would let a single gay male adopt a child, and I didn’t have the kind of
income for a surrogate,” he said. He went on Craigslist and parenting Web sites and had
coffee dates with a handful of women, but “just like in any relationship there needed to be
a spark and it simply wasn’t there,” he said. With Ms. Pieke, though, he said the electricity
was palpable from the start. The two corresponded on Facebook and then Skype, asking
each other questions about everything from religion to dating to child-rearing
philosophies. By November he decided to move from Melbourne, Australia, where he was
living, to Omaha.
“My twin sister was like, ‘Are you kidding me?’ ” Ms. Pieke recalled with a laugh. “I said,
‘No. He wants a child. I want a child. We want to meet and see if it’s anything bigger.’ ”
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They first met in person on Thanksgiving 2011. “I felt like this guy was my relative or
long-lost brother, but then again he was also a stranger,” Ms. Pieke said. They continued
the dialogue: reading each other’s medical charts, undergoing fertility tests. He moved into
a separate bedroom in her home, and, she said, four weeks later, “He handed me a semen
sample, we hugged, and I went into my bedroom and inseminated myself.”
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While Mr. Blue and Ms. Pieke plan on sharing parenting responsibility for Indigo equally,
they never drafted any kind of legal agreement, which they both agree was unwise. “There
were so many things I didn’t anticipate — like, how much should I be responsible
financially? What happens if I lose a job? What happens if he does? It’s not a marriage,”
she said.
Mr. Spedale, who is writing a book on parenting partnerships, a term he prefers to coparenting since the latter is sometimes used among the divorced, stresses the importance
of having some kind of written agreement in place, not just for legal reasons but “to get
that conversation going about things you might not have thought about asking,” he said.
As with same-sex marriage, the laws on parenting partnerships vary from state to state.
Family by Design publishes a list on its Web site, along with a template for parenting
agreements. And there have been some court cases that could affect them. In 2008, a
New Mexico state appeals court decided against a sperm donor who was somewhat
involved in the children’s lives and had agreed to pay some child support but refused once
the amount increased. Last year, a state appeals court in California ruled in favor of a
Texas sperm donor who was sued for child support.
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A version of this article appeared in print on February 10, 2013, on page ST1 of the New York edition w ith the headline:
Making a Child, Minus the Couple.
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