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People looking for a non-romantic partner to raise a child with are taking
their search online.

Love, marriage and a baby carriage - that’s the traditional

picture of starting a family.  But what if Mr. or Ms. Right

never appears? Is there a non-traditional option for

prospective parents?

People looking for a non-romantic partner with whom to

raise a child have been taking their search online. Websites

geared towards matching people in co-parenting

arrangements attract people looking for parenting partners

as well as those who would like to get to know their sperm

donor better than they could at a sperm bank. Many users

of sites like Modafamily.com and Family By Design say
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that searching for a non-romantic co-parent gave them the

opportunity to more thoroughly consider the process of

child rearing and to strategize with their partner,

something that traditional couples may do less frequently.

But what are the complications of  finding a non-romantic

co-paren online? The legal implications vary state by state.

 In co-parenting situations without legal documentation,

potential custody battles could be hard to negotiate.

As ideas of what constitutes a “traditional” family change

and expand to include divorced couples, same-sex partners,

and step-parents, are non-romantic parenting matches

another sign of the times? Is it a given that parents should

be romantically involved? What are the legal pitfalls of

entering into a co-parenting arrangement?

Guests:
Darren Spedale, founder of FamilybyDesign.com

Jennifer Lahl, president of the Center for Bioethics and

Culture in the Bay Area. Jennifer is a former pediatric

nurse (25 years), and she’s of the opinion that “co-

parenting” is a form of experimenting on children to satisfy

our own personal needs. She’s also in production on a

documentary film about surrogacy.
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Discussion

• Reply •

Lesley •  12 days ago

There is already a sort of fetishizing of parenthood in our culture, and this seems to take it to the extreme. Two

people coming together with absolutely no prior history or bond other than the child is asking for trouble.

 5 

• Reply •

Peter from Whittier  •  12 days ago Lesley

"Two people coming together with absolutely no prior history or bond other than the child..." haha, I would

think that both adults coming together for the sole purpose of the child would be of greater benefit for said child; but

hey, they must be Pedo's, I guess.

 1 

• Reply •

anaheimchris •  12 days ago

I am in favor of any family structure in which the decision to have children is made through thoughtfulness and the

desire to be wonderful parents.

 5 
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• Reply •

Noelle •  12 days ago

What happens when the "co-parents" each acquire other romantic partners? Perhaps multiple romantic partners

through the course of the child's life?

 4 

• Reply •

Guest  •  12 days ago Noelle

I suppose it is no different than how divorced parents handle new relationships.

 1 

• Reply •

Mark in Irvine •  12 days ago

I grew-up in a working-class (that's being kind) area of south LA. 

that had two parents, but they were definitely non-romantic relationships. 

talk to each other much. Dis-function was typically involved (heavy drinking, disabilities, etc.), but these parental rearing

arrangements aren't necessarily "modern."

 4 

• Reply •

Peter from Whittier  •  12 days ago Mark in Irvine

Bro, you're equating non-romance with "dis-function"; why?

 0 

• Reply •

Mark in Irvine  •  12 days ago Peter from Whittier

"Bro"? Only a surfer from the 80s or a current club-rat with spiky hair, Affliction shirts, and destroyed

designer jeans uses the term "bro."

 0 

Peter from Whittier  •  11 days ago Mark in Irvine
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• Reply •

Them, and me; I intrinsically enjoy the word. Btw, my usage of the word "bro" doesn't excuse you

from the question you neglected to answer, bro. Then again, it probably does, seeing as I don't respect

people who reduce themselves to fallacies to "prove" their "points"

 0 

• Reply •

Guest  •  12 days ago Mark in Irvine

Agreed, I wouldn't call this modern at all. Cyclical, perhaps, but this type of relationship is/has definetly

happened throughout history.

 0 

• Reply •

Guest •  12 days ago

Sounds like we are treating children more like "pets" as opposed to a thoughtful responsibility that should last

forever....

 6 1 

Hank •  12 days ago

I have had a couple of same sex relationships close to 15 years, the hot and heavy often wears off 

think this is true for all of us. I think I can tell when things are going strong enough to become a parent; I can never rule out

the possibility that we may not work as a couple, although I do like that I remain close friends with those in past lives so to

speak. I have enough common sense to decide when to start a family. 

provide a loving, supportive and financially solid home, especially with the extended family, 

from this most joyous ability to share and love. No one tells a straight person who has no financial or educational

background, is young and immature that they are selfish to have a kid.

I really like the prior comment also, that this is only going to happen as an intentional thought out decision. 

that the years of love and caring we can provide children are more important than that fleeting moment leading to an

unplanned pregnancy. Selfish is thinking you have the right to be treated differently than me as a result of something that
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• Reply •

has nothing to do with the quality of care and love of a most wished for and cherished child.

 3 

• Reply •

Allen •  12 days ago

People do this all the time, it's called hooking up. The only difference here is that it's "planned" and agreeing ahead

of time via contract to not be deadbeats.

 3 

• Reply •

Astrogoth •  12 days ago

There is something to be said for the check and balance of not being able to have kids because you're too crazy to

handle any relationship.

 5 1 

• Reply •

Alex •  12 days ago

I've had 2 successive long term relationships with men who weren't interested in being parents. I view this as a

completely viable option for someone like me. All that being said, great care would be taken in choosing a non-romantic

partner to co-parent with. I wouldn't approach this in haste. Why should I be prevented from being a parent simply

because, I can't find a like minded romantic partner?

 2 

• Reply •

Bat •  12 days ago

But what would be the effect of two disinterested parents on a child? And after months of "interviews" and getting

to know this "co-parent," how are they really different than a romantic partner? If you are willing to go to such extremes

for a platonic partner, why not invest the interest in a romantic partner?

 2 
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• Reply •

Joe in Pasadena •  12 days ago

"Friendship" between co-parents isn't nearly as important as shared values. Shared determination to be nice to a

child just isn't enough.

 2 

• Reply •

Denise •  12 days ago

This sounds like the plot to a romantic comedy.

 2 

• Reply •

Guest •  12 days ago Denise 

It is ;) Friends with Kids

 2 

• Reply •

guest •  12 days ago

If an individual can be a single parent, why not find someone to help and provide a partnership. 

relationship would be important though.

 1 

• Reply •

M.D. •  12 days ago

Larry, at the beginning of this piece, co-parenting sounded like a cuckoo idea, but you are hosting such a good

discussion that the idea of co-parenting now makes more sense to me. : )

 1 

ct •  12 days ago

I think it boils down to what works for each individual. I know people who would provide a terrible parenting

environment for kids whether in a committed romantic relationship with another parent or not. Conversely, I know plenty

of people who can and do provide a nurturing, exceptional family relationship in more unorthodox situations. 
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• Reply •

people who are hesitant to accept this should maybe recognize that they couldn't do it, but that doesn't mean that it

wouldn't work for anyone.

 1 

• Reply •

Neil •  12 days ago

I was intrigued by your last caller's story about the gay partners and the woman who all decided to have and raise

their two children together.

That is the plot of the new film Gayby which I saw on iTunes! 

Independent Spirit Award for its fantastic screenplay!

This concept of nontraditional family has definitely entered our zeitgeist.

 1 

• Reply •

Erin •  12 days ago

People in romantic relationships get super messy and crazy and are just as likely - maybe more- to be bananas

about or to kids. Just because you have a boyfriend or wife doesn't mean you are more qualified to parent. People who do

this are talking about it beforehand, and i'd guess more than the parents of oopsie babies born to people who are dating! 

been talking to a gay friend for years about this idea and it makes just as much sense as getting married, having kids, getting

divorced and shuttling them back and forth. come on!

 1 

• Reply •

Robert •  12 days ago

Would there be any alimony or child support? I remember one talk about sperm donor getting sued by the mother

for child support.

 1 
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• Reply •

Luna Loren  •  12 days ago Robert

If the "couple" split up, child support would absolutely be awarded the custodial parent.

 0 

• Reply •

April •  12 days ago

I am very sympathetic to those who are single and wanting children, but what about gathering your proverbial

"village" from among your family and close friends, who will provide support, babysitting, etc? It just seems that bringing

strangers together to do one of the hardest, lifelong projects of one's life is asking for trouble -- and the children are the

ones who will suffer.

 1 

• Reply •

Astrogoth •  12 days ago

Seems to me this service would be much better suited to gays and lesbians who want children, to find each other.

Judging by your guest's accent that may be the primary reason it was created. I think that would be a good idea. Why not

just say that?

 0 1 

• Reply •

Anna •  12 days ago

As demonstrated by arranged marriages around the world, "romantic love" is not necessary for the basis for strong

families. Instead, shared values, religious/cultural mores, educational similarities, and the desire to raise a family are what

count. I would absolutely choose this route!

 0 

Brandon •  12 days ago

I'm just not cut out to be in a romantic relationship and don't see that as a problem at all. Life is too short to be

miserable with the person you're with. However I have many longtime close friends and mentor children and would love to

help a child live a beautiful life in this world. I think having a baby with a close friend that you love and if both of you are
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• Reply •

ready to put your focus on the child's welfare is a great idea.

 0 

• Reply •

Luna Loren •  12 days ago

Lahl's example of a father suing the mother as a surrogate is just another reason to have an ironclad contract that

covers everything before the pregnancy/adoption.

 0 
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